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Sms Vene*fulness Patttm 
Linked to Childhood 


By ESDIA HARRISON ' 

The cues of lite H. Oiiwald, 
the accused usassin of Presi- 
dent Kennedy, and Jack Ruby, 
Oswald's seir-appolnted execu- 
tioner, were examined here this 
weekend at a psychoanalytic 
meetin; as classic examples of 
the vengeful person. 

•vkA vsncAfiji person who 
eventually commits murder Is 
really trying to hide his own 
dlsAstroux emotions, said Dr. 
Charles \V. Socarides, a New 
York psychoanalyst. Just as 
0.<«wald was accused of doing, 
the vengeful person acts out of 
his own serious childhood emo- 
tion.'il impaii-ment. Dr. Soca- 
rides Raid. 

And even though he may ac- 
coinplLRh his end — that Is, the 
murder of the ^rson who has 
suppoj^cdly wronged him — he Is 
doomed to disappointment, for 
his feelings of worthlessness 
and inadequacy remain, the 
psychoanalyst said. 

He gave the following ex- 
planation: 

The vengeful murderer suf- 
fers anxieties, often a feellnR of 
smallness and of l ejection as a 
child, from bein? fatherless. 
He becomes rescnlful of people 
who have fathers and particu- 
largiy vengeful against father 
figures. 

As President, Mr. Kennedy 
could certainly represent such a 
figure of authority and be re- 


sented as such, even Ihougli Oie 
murderer mar hm had otJiw 
osuulble grtevanoa — poUllcal 
or personal. Dr. Soearidea said. 

Jack Ruby does not emerge 
as clearly as Oswald doe« as a 
typical vengeful person, who Is 
usually of a paranoid-schizo- 
phrenic type. Although he, too, 
according to his history, had 
.kiijhMj deprivation, 
his attitude has been more 
baffling.' 

ESiplanatlons of Ruby's re- 
venge have Uken several turns. 
Dr. Socarides noted. PIrst, he 
was reported to have been Uk- 
ing vengeance for the city of 
Dallas: then for the President s 
family and then for Mrs. Ken- 
nedy. He demonstrates in his 
history that he wanted to be a 
"big man," apparently as com 
sensation for his feelings of In 
adequacy, Dr, Socarides said. 

Dr. Socaridea'a paper on 
'Vengeance: The Desire to Get 
Even" had been prepared for the 
mid-wlnter meeUng of the 
American PsyehoanalyUc Aaso- 
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asMMlnarion and did not refer 
to the specific events of recent 

However, his paper led to 
much discussion of the subject 
at iU presentation to the con- 
ference being held this weekend 
at the Commodore Hotel. 

In his paper. Dr. Socarides 
described the classic manUeaU- 
tions of the vengeful person. He 
was described as bearing 
— ...imj, ,jH#nM,ivin»^ remorse^ 
feur rat'hless. heartieaa, Impiac 
able and Inflexible. 

"He lives for revenge with 
slngle-mlndedness of purpose. 
Whether he feels and acts from 
the conviction that he Is en- 
gaged In 'just retribution' (to 
avenge a wrong) or 'malicious 
retaliation' (to revenge a 
wrong), the clinical picture U 
Identtcal," Dr, Boearldta said. 
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